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Westmoreland Suit Data Released

By JOHN CORRY

The libe] suit brought against CBS
by Gen. William C, Westmoreland
has entered a new phase, centering on |
previously undisclosed documents :
trom the Central Intelligence Agen- |
cy. Lawyers for CES say that one of
them is “the smoking gun” that |
-would uphold & CBS program that
charged General Westmoreland with
conspiring to :m ntin‘!,ci:mation on
enemy troop etnam

In his $120 million libel suit, Gen.
eral Westmoreland said that the re-
Kzrters and progucers oI the program’

deliberately ignored information

|
1

that rebutted the idea of a conspiracy. -

What the CBS lavgyfsr: %7% 2 | -of evidence.”
randum by & c.u, official that says |

that “‘a variety of circumstantial indi-

as the “‘smoking gun

cators’ had led him to the *‘inescapa.
ble conclusion’ that General West-
moreland had given *‘instruction tan-
tamount to & direct order”’ to hold the

estimate of Vietcong strength to
300,000

The memao, which was sent to Rich-
ard Helms, the Director of the Cen-
tral Intelligence, was written by

‘George Carver, who was then Mr,
Helms's spetial assistant for Viet-
namese affairs,

Mr. Carver, who is now a senior fel- :

jow at the Georgetown University
Center for Strategic and Interna-

tional Studies, denies, however, that- _
the memorandum is an indictment of

General Westmoreland. He says that
it *'was jerked out of context,” and
theat it was only one of & series of com-
munications between him and Mr.
Helms.

The memo was circulated to
news organizations on Tuesday by
David Boies of the law firm of Cra-

vatn 5wa.tn & Moore, which is repre-
sentlng CBS. The firm served & sub-
poena on the C.I.A, last Dec. 1, re-
questing, among other things, infor-
mation on how it arrived at estimates
of Vietcong strength. Mr. Boies said
he had finally received ‘‘a stack of
C.1.A. documents’’ last weekend.

The television program, “The Un-
counted Enemy: A Vietnam Decep-
tion,” was broadcast Jan. 23, 1882,

sion seems on verge of successtul con-
clusion.”
“Westmoreland most cordial and
tive,”” the memo continues.
+Said he agreed with most of my ob-
servations and could see the clear

" logic behind both sets of ﬁgum

Mike Wallace was the chief corre- ;

spondent. Three da

after the pro- .

» Mr. etended General " land’s command had estimated the

Westmoreland at & news conlerence.

. He'said then that the C.1.A. and Gen-
‘eral Westmoreland had disagreed on

how to interpret troop estimates, but
that there had been “no suppression

lagdu M. Burt, Geperal Westmore-
's attorney, responding to Mr.,
Boies's charge of & ‘“‘smoking gun,”
noted that other memos by Mr.
Cerver to Mr. Helms indicated that
the C.1.A. and General Westmoreland
were in substantial agreement.

The Carver memo that Mr. Boies
circulated was sent from Saigon on

Sept. 10, 1967. However, a copy of an- :

trom the C.I.A.,, this one dated Sept.
13, 1967, said that Mr, Carver had
since talked to General Westmore-

- other memo that Mr. Bojes recejved '

land in Saigon and that the two ap- -

peared to have settled thelr differ-

"Circle now squa.red " the memo
begins. “We now have agreed set of

_ figures Westmoreland endorses, Mis- _

which were really not that !a.rapan

In May 1967, another
leased document said, the C.L.A. est!-
mated that the total strength ot the
Vietcong ‘‘may actuan
half-million range.” t same
month, however, General Westmore-.

Vietcong strength at 262,000. -
However, the documents also indi-
cate that at least some of the dis.

ty in the two sets of figures may :

E:ﬂ 'had to do with interpretation - -
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